
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) 

 

Basic Instrument 

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (also known as CMS or the Bonn 

Convention) 

 

Member Nations 

As of November 2014, 120 nations are party to the CMS.  The United States has not signed. 

 

Commission Headquarters  

Bonn, Germany 

 

Budget 

The approved budget for 2015 is € 2,375,561. 

 

Description 
 

A. Mission/Purpose: 

 

The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (also known as CMS or the Bonn 

Convention) aims to conserve terrestrial, aquatic and avian migratory species throughout their range.  It is an 

intergovernmental treaty, concluded under the aegis of the United Nations Environment Programme, concerned with 

the conservation of wildlife and habitats on a global scale.  Since the Convention's entry into force, its membership 

has grown steadily to include 120 Parties (as of November 2014) from Africa, Central and South America, Asia, 

Europe and Oceania.  

 

Migratory species threatened with extinction are listed on Appendix I of the Convention.  CMS Parties strive 

towards strictly protecting these animals, conserving or restoring the places where they live, mitigating obstacles to 

migration and controlling other factors that might endanger them.  Besides establishing obligations for each State 

joining the Convention, CMS promotes concerted action among the Range States of many of these species. 

 

Migratory species that need or would significantly benefit from international co-operation are listed in Appendix II 

of the Convention.  For this reason, the Convention encourages the Range States to conclude global or regional 

Agreements for those species. 

 

In this respect, CMS acts as a framework Convention.  The Agreements may range from legally binding treaties 

(called Agreements) to less formal instruments, such as Memoranda of Understanding (MOU), and can be adapted 

to the requirements of particular species or region.  The development of models tailored according to the 

conservation needs throughout the migratory range is a unique capacity to CMS. 

 

Species specific Agreements and MOUs, concluded under CMS, are open to all range States of a species, regardless 

of whether they are Party to the Convention.  The United States is not a Party to CMS, however, it is currently 

signatory to three CMS MOUs: the MOU on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles and their Habitats 

of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia (IOSEA); the MOU on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks; and the 

MOU for the Conservation of Cetaceans and their Habitats in the Pacific Islands Region.  Further, the United States 

is considering ratifying the Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP) and actively 

participates as an observer in ACAP meetings. 

 

B. Organizational Structure: 

The Convention has established several bodies to support its implementation. 

 

The Conference of the Parties (COP) is the CMS decision-making body.  It meets every three years.  Its functions 

are described in Article VII of the Convention.  For example, it reviews the Convention's implementation, adopts 

http://www.cms.int/en/node/3916


budgets, resolutions and recommendations, amends Appendix I and II, and decides on priorities for future CMS 

activities. 

 

The Standing Committee (StC) provides policy and administrative guidance between regular meetings of the COP, 

particularly on general policy as well as on operational and financial issues.  The StC consists of representatives of 

the Parties, in particular from each CMS region, the Depositary and a delegate representing the country that plans to 

host the next meeting of the COP.  The StC meets at least annually. 

 

The Scientific Council (ScC) advises the COP and the Secretariat on scientific matters and priorities for research and 

conservation.  Its functions are described in Article VIII of the Convention.  The ScC consists of experts appointed 

by CMS Parties.  In addition, the Convention provides for the appointment of a limited number of qualified 

individuals -appointed councillors- who are recognized experts in their field or region.  The ScC currently has 8 

appointed councillors whose expertise covers aquatic mammals, African fauna, Asian fauna, birds, bycatch, fish, 

marine turtles and neotropical fauna.  Scientific Councillors participate in ScC meetings in their capacity as experts, 

not as governmental representatives.  The ScC meets once immediately before the COP and once inter-sessionally. 

 

All three bodies have the ability to establish working groups on particular species or other topics. 

 

Recent Activities 

The eleventh Meeting of the COP was held November 4-9, 2014, in Quito, Ecuador.  The documents from the 

meeting can be found at:  http://www.cms.int/en/meeting/eleventh-meeting-conference-parties-cms 

 

Future Meetings 

The twelfth Meeting of the COP will be hosted by the Philippines in 2017. 

 

Web address:  

 http://www.cms.int/  

 

Staff Contacts 

 

NOAA Fisheries: 

 

Cheri McCarty 

Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA 

1315 East-West Highway 

Silver Spring, MD  20910 

Telephone:  (301) 427-8369 

Fax:  (301) 713-2313 

Email: Cheri.McCarty@noaa.gov 

NOAA International Affairs: 

 

Shannon Dionne 

NOAA Office of International Affairs 

1401 Constitution Ave, NW 

HCHB, Room A300 

Washington DC 20230 

Telephone:  (202) 482-6196 

Email: Shannon.Dionne@noaa.gov 
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